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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 2718 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, DM, NI, GH, IV 

SUBJECT: PRESSURE ON DAHOMEAN GOVERNMENT TO CUMMUTE DEATH 
SENTENCES 

REF: COTONOU'S 362 AND 353 

1. EMBASSY ABIDJAN FOUND IT CURIOUS THAT THERE WAS NO REPORTED 
EFFORT BY PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY, THE "DOYEN" OF THE ENTENTE 
CHIEFS OF STATE, TO URGE KEREKOU TO COMMUTE DEATH SENTENCES PRO- 
NOUNCED IN CONNECTION WITH ATTEMPTED COUP. DISCUSSION WITH PAPAL 
NUNCIO, MGR. BRUNO WUESTENBERG, CLARIFIES THIS POINT. 

2. PAPAL NUNCIO SAID THAT UPON LEARNING OF DEATH SENTENCES, HE 
APPROACHED PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY TO ASK FOR ASSISTANCE SINCE 
ONE OF CONDEMNED IS A PRIEST. HOUPHOUET REPORTEDLY 

SAID THAT DIRECT INTERVENTION ON HIS PART WOULD DO NO GOOD SINCE 
"KEREKOU WOULD DO THE OPPOSITE OF ANYTHING I ASKED HIM TO DO." 
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HOWEVER, HOUPHOUET DID PROMISE THAT HE WOULD TELEPHONE CHIEFS 
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OF STATE OF NIGERIA, GHANA, AND TOGO AND ASK THEM TO INTERCEDE. 

3. WHILE NOT WISHING TO OVERPLAY PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET'S ROLE, 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT HIS BEHIND-THE-SCENE ACTIVITIES HAVE, TO SOME 
DEGREE, BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EFFORTS TO COMMUTE THE DEATH 
SENTENCES. 

SMITH 
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